
 
Your ref.:     Ms Mahlatse Sethosa 

My ref.:   Henru Krüger 

 

Date:       2020-03-19 

 
Office of the Minister of Health  
BY EMAIL   

SethoM@health.gov.za 

 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH PERSONNEL 
We refer to the above and to the State President's announcement of a state of disaster in 

connection with the corona virus. 

 

Government Gazette 38707, Notice no. 335 of 24 April 2015, stipulates that every medical 

institution is required, in terms of section 7(1) of the Occupational Health and Safety Act of 

1993, to have an occupational health and safety policy, which must be reviewed every 2 

(two) years.  

 

The OHSAS 18001 and OHSAS 18002 standards (Occupational Health and Safety 

Management Systems) may/can be used as guidelines for drawing up a policy document for 

occupational health and safety in medical facilities. 

 

The objective of the policy document must be –  

• to confirm top management's commitment to employees’ health and safety; 

• to strive to eliminate or reduce to acceptable levels the risks to the health and safety 

of employees; and 

• to ensure that all work-related activities are carried out safely. 
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Solidarity’s Occupational Guild for Health Practitioners and its Occupational Guild for 

Nursing have received numerous complaints relating to the readiness of the State’s medical 

facilities to deal with the corona virus. There are concerns about the health and safety of 

medical and nursing personnel involved in dealing with the pandemic. 

 

We would like to be informed – 
1. whether all State medical facilities have the required health and safety document in 

place; 

2.  what the State's commitment to employees’ health and safety comprises; 

3. what steps have been taken, and what measures have been put in place, to eliminate 

or reduce to acceptable levels the risks to employees’ health and safety as regards 

the corona virus; and 

4. what is currently being done to ensure that all work activities are carried out safely, 

with specific reference to the corona virus? 

 

We are looking forward to your speedy response. 

 

Please note that we have been mandated to look after the health and safety of our members 

and will therefore not hesitate to take legal steps to carry out our mandate. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Henru Krüger 
Sectoral Head: Solidarity Occupational Guilds: Professional 


